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Y V E S K L E I N B L U E I N A PA R i s A PA RTM EN T

YYvveess  KKlleeiinn  bblluuee  wwaass  aann  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ssoouurrccee
ooff  iinnssppiirraattiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  ffuurrnniisshhiinngg  ooff  tthhiiss
mmaajjeessttiicc  aappaarrttmmeenntt  aatt  AAvveennuuee  MMoonnttaaiiggnnee
iinn  PPaarriiss..  DDeessiiggnneerrss  GGiilllliiaann  BBrroowwnn  aanndd  RRoobb
WWeettzzeellss  ffrroomm  AAmmsstteerrddaamm  ddrreeww  iinnssppiirraa--
ttiioonn  ffrroomm  AAnniisshh  KKaappoooorr’’ss  wwoorrkk  wwhheenn
sshhaappiinngg  ssoommee  eelleemmeennttss..  
TToopp  lleefftt::  aann  YYvveess  KKlleeiinn  bblluuee  wwaallll  iinn  tthhee
bbaatthhrroooomm  sseerrvviicciinngg  tthhee  mmaasstteerr  ssuuiittee,,
wwiitthh  aa  ggoolldd  oobbjjeecctt  bbyy  MMiiqquueell  MMoonntt..
BBeellooww  tthhaatt::  ddeessiiggnneerrss  GGiilllliiaann  BBrroowwnn  aanndd
RRoobb  WWeettzzeellss  iinn  tthheeiirr  ssttuuddiioo  iinn  tthhee  cceennttrree
ooff  AAmmsstteerrddaamm..

AAddjjooiinniinngg::  ddeettaaiill  ooff  tthhee  ccoommbbiinneedd  lliivviinngg
aanndd  ddiinniinngg  rroooomm..  PPrriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  rreennoovvaattiioonn,,
tthheerree  wwaass  aa  wwaallll  wwhheerree  tthhee  ccuuppbbooaarrdd  iinn
tthhee  ffoorreeggrroouunndd  nnooww  ssttaannddss  ––  tthhee  ddeessiiggnn--
eerrss  hhaadd  iitt  rreemmoovveedd..
TThhee  llaammpp  iinn  tthhee  ffoorreeggrroouunndd  iinn  bbyy  PPrraanndd--
iinnaa..  TThhee  ssttrriikkiinngg  bblluuee--aanndd--wwhhiittee  aarrttwwoorrkk
‘‘CCoossmmooss  TTooppss’’  iiss  bbyy  YYaayyooii  KKuussaammaa..  TThhee  ddiinn--
iinngg  rroooomm  cchhaaiirrss  aarree  bbyy  PPrroommeemmoorriiaa  aanndd
tthhee  ttaabbllee  wwaass  ccuussttoomm--mmaaddee  ffoorr  tthhiiss
aappaarrttmmeenntt..

OOvveerrlleeaaff
TThhee  eennoorrmmoouuss  lliivviinngg--ccuumm--ddiinniinngg  rroooomm
wwhheerree  ddaayylliigghhtt  eenntteerrss  ffrreeeellyy  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee
llaarrggee  wwiinnddoowwss..  TThhee  ssppaattiiaall  eeffffeecctt  iiss  rreeiinn--
ffoorrcceedd  bbyy  tthhee  llaarrggee  wwhhiittee--uupphhoollsstteerreedd
ssooffaass  bbyy  MMiinnoottttii..  TThhee  llaammpp  bbaacckk  rriigghhtt  iiss
bbyy  FFoossccaarriinnii  aanndd  tthhee  lloouuddssppeeaakkeerrss  aarree  bbyy
BB&&WW;;  tthhee  vvaasseess  aarree  bbyy  DDrriiaaddee..  TThhee  llaarrggee
aarrttwwoorrkk  ––  SSwweeeett  LLiiffee  11  ––  iiss  bbyy  ZZhhuu  WWeeii..
DDoooorrkknnoobbss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  mmaaddee  aafftteerr  aann  oorriigg--
iinnaall  PPaarriissiiaann  ddeessiiggnn..
TThhee  ooppeenniinngg  ttoo  tthhee  hhaallll  iiss  jjuusstt  vviissiibbllee,,
wwiitthh  tthhee  rroooommyy  kkiittcchheenn  bbeeyyoonndd..  CCeeiilliinngg
lliigghhtt  bbyy  MMoodduullaarr..  TThhee  wwhhiittee  cchheesstt  wwaass  ddee--
ssiiggnneedd  bbyy  WWeettzzeellss  BBrroowwnn..

TThheerree  iiss  aarrtt  ffrroomm  tthhee  oowwnneerrss’’  pprriivvaattee  ccooll--
lleeccttiioonn  iinn  aallmmoosstt  eevveerryy  rroooomm  iinn  tthhee
aappaarrttmmeenntt..  TThhee  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  iinncclluuddeess  wwoorrkk
bbyy  YYaayyooii  KKuussaammaa,,  TTsseerriinngg  NNyyaannddaakk,,  
NNoorrttssee,,  AAaarroonn  YYoouunngg,,  SShhoonnii,,  ZZhhuu  WWeeii,,  
DDoouuggllaass  GGoorrddoonn,,  DDaavviidd  BBaaiilleeyy,,  RRaayy  
JJoohhnnssoonn  aanndd  YYaaiirr  BBaarraakk..

Avenue Montaigne, since time 

immemorial the place in Paris for top

couturiers to have their domicile, is

one of the French capital’s prime 

locations. Designers Gillian Brown and

Rob Wetzels were given free rein in

furnishing a 360 square metre 

apartment there.

They have created a modern living

space, while duly respecting the 

original Parisian architecture. 

The interior is primarily in shades of

white and is both inviting and 

comfortable. The commanding accent

colour is Yves Klein blue, in keeping

with the client’s love of the colour

blue.

“We wanted to give the owners –

when they come here – the feeling of

really being in Paris. 

The large expanses of windows over

the entire width of the apartment

contribute to that feeling – they make

for movement of light and thus 

enhance the dynamism of the spaces.”

Wetzels Brown design studio has 

acquired an international reputation

as interior specialists in the field of

private jets and luxury yachts. 

Here, on terra firma – i.e. Paris – they

have created a striking 

showpiece of their talents.

text + photos: Hans Fonk
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LLeefftt::  aatt  tthhee  ttrraannssiittiioonnaall  ssppaaccee  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  lliivviinngg  rroooomm
aanndd  mmaasstteerr  ssuuiittee  tthheerree  aarree  tthhrreeee  ccoonnee--sshhaappeedd  oobbjjeeccttss..
WWeettzzeellss  BBrroowwnn  ddeessiiggnneedd  tthhee  rreedd  oobbjjeecctt  aass  aa  wwaarrddrroobbee
aanndd  tthhee  YYvveess  KKlleeiinn  bblluuee  ‘‘ppoodd’’  hhoouusseess  aa  ccoommpplleettee  gguueesstt
ttooiilleett..  IItt  wwaass  ccoonnssttrruucctteedd  aappppllyyiinngg  tteecchhnniiqquueess  ffoouunndd
iinn  lluuxxuurryy  yyaacchhtt  bbuuiillddiinngg,,  aanndd  mmaaddee  aanndd  tteesstteedd  iinn  IIttaallyy..
TThhee  ccoolloossssuuss,,  wweeiigghhiinngg  oonnee  ttoonn,,  wwaass  sshhiippppeedd  ttoo  PPaarriiss
iinn  sseeccttiioonnss  aanndd  rreeaasssseemmbblleedd  tthheerree..

AAddjjooiinniinngg::  tthhee  iinntteerriioorr  ooff  tthhee  ttooiilleett  ppoodd  wwiitthh  ssaannii--
ttaarryywwaarree  bbyy  LLaauuffeenn//AAlleessssii..
TToopp  rriigghhtt::  tthhee  eennoorrmmoouuss  lliivviinngg  ssppaaccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  ssuucccceess--
ssiioonn  ooff  wwiinnddoowwss  wwhhiicchh  eexxtteennddss  iinnttoo  tthhee  mmaasstteerr  ssuuiittee
iinn  tthhee  bbaacckkggrroouunndd..  TThhee  ffuurrnniittuurree  iiss  bbyy  MMiinnoottttii  aanndd  tthhee
ccooffffeeee  ttaabbllee  bbyy  CChhrriissttiiaann  LLiiaaiiggrree..

BBeellooww::  tthhee  mmaasstteerr  ssuuiittee  llooookkiinngg  tthhrroouugghh  ttoo  tthhee  hhaallll--
wwaayy  aanndd  tthhee  bbaatthhrroooomm..  TThhee  bblluuee  llaammpp  iiss  bbyy  HHeerrvvéé  vvaann
ddeerr  SSttrraaeetteenn  aanndd  tthhee  bblluuee  ggllaassss  oobbjjeecctt  bbyy  AAnnnnaa  TToorrffss..  

Interior designer Gillian Brown and architect Rob Wetzels work
with their team of international designers from a studio in the cen-
tre of Amsterdam. They are well known for their no-nonsense ap-
proach to every new project, and, in the process, pinpoint the core
values. The result is a product tailor made to suit the client’s spe-
cific requirements. It makes no difference whether they are fitting
out a luxury yacht or private jet, or a modern apartment or hotel,
their ongoing quest for the essence is always at the forefront. Their
close collaboration with their clients does not entail reaching com-
promises, but in fact generating ideas, in order to reach an opti-
mum result.
That was the case with this project, at the prestigious Avenue
Montaigne, where a vast complex was recently converted into a
block of luxury apartments.
“In 2007, when we embarked on this project, the apartment was
an office subdivided into lots of small rooms and far from respect-
ful of the quality of the building. You completely lost your bearings.
The first thing we did was to return to the original structure, re-
moving all the non-original additions. We created an interior based
on that original situation and tailored to the client. We actually re-

moved only one old wall, to create a large living and dining room. And for a modern touch, we added
the Yves Klein blue colour”,  Rob Wetzels explained. He went on: “ In an architectural gesture, we left
the long line of windows along the entire length of the apartment. When the doors to the master suite
are open, all five large bands of windows can be seen, as a visual reference to the overall dimen-
sions. On sunny days light floods in, evoking an ever-changing dynamic ambience which depends on
the time of day. All the rooms on the courtyard side also have daylight, meaning that the link with out-
doors is guaranteed and you can always check on the weather.”

Gillian: “We wanted to make it a proper French apartment: so when the clients get up in the morning,
they needn’t wonder which city they’re in – it must clearly be Paris. That’s why we had experienced
craftsmen make the ceiling ornaments in the authentic manner and had all the floors remade in the
original motif. The same applied for the doorknobs, which were reproduced after the old design. We
also sought to retain the original ceiling heights throughout, though the ceilings are actually about 20
centimetres lower to accommodate insulation, air conditioning and lighting. We have meanwhile
heard that this is the only apartment in the complex with the original Parisian touch. Classical yet
modern, and with all ‘mod cons’ of the 21st century.”

The apartment comprises a roomy hallway-cum-lounge with access to the kitchen on one side and
the living room on the other. At the end of the lounge there is an opening to the room containing the
pièce-de-résistance: the Yves Klein blue guest toilet designed like a spatial egg. The designers applied

TThhee  bbeedd  lliinneenn  iiss  bbyy  LLoorroo  PPiiaannaa  aanndd  tthhee  rruugg  bbyy  TTaaii  PPiinngg..  TThhee  wwhhiittee  ssooffaass  aarree  bbyy  PPoollttrroonnaa  FFrraauu
aanndd  tthhee  mmaaggaazziinnee  rraacckk  bbyy  BB&&BB  IIttaalliiaa..  TThhee  bbaatthhrroooomm  ttaappss  aarree  bbyy  DDoorrnnbbrraacchhtt  aanndd  tthhee  wwhhiittee
ccoonnttaaiinneerr  iiss  bbyy  OOssccaarr  MMaasscchheerraa;;  tthhee  mmiirrrroorr  rreeflfleeccttss  aa  ggoolldd  wwoorrkk  bbyy  aarrttiisstt  MMiiqquueell  MMoonntt..
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PPrreevviioouuss  ppaaggeess
TThhee  mmaasstteerr  ssuuiittee  wwiitthh  aa  vviieeww  tthhrroouugghh  ttoo  tthhee  ssiittttiinngg  rroooomm  bbeeyyoonndd..
TThhee  aarrmmcchhaaiirrss  aarree  bbyy  PPoollttrroonnaa  FFrraauu  aanndd  tthhee  cchhaaiirr  bbyy  MMiinnoottttii,,  aass  iiss
tthhee  lleeaatthheerr--ccllaadd  sseeaattiinngg  oobbjjeecctt  bbeehhiinndd  tthhee  PPaanntthhoonn  cchhaaiirr..  BBeedd  bbyy
MMiinnoottttii..

AAddjjooiinniinngg::  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ccoolloouurrffuull  bbaatthhrroooommss  wwiitthh  aa  ggllaassss  sshhoowweerr  wwaallll
bbyy  SSaannttaammbbrrooggiioo,,  ttaappss  bbyy  DDoorrnnbbrraacchhtt  aanndd  sshhaallllooww  bbaassiinnss  bbyy  AAlleessssii..
TThhee  bbaatthhrroooomm  ssaanniittaarryywwaarree  iiss  bbyy  FFaallppeerr,,  DDuurraavviitt,,  AAddooddrraaiinn  aanndd
SScciirrooccccoo,,  wwiitthh  ttaappss  bbyy  DDoorrnnbbrraacchhtt  aanndd  VVoollaa..  BBeellooww  tthhaatt::  oonnee  ooff  tthhee
ttwwoo  gguueesstt  rroooommss  wwiitthh  AAlleessssii  oobbjjeeccttss  ddiissppllaayyeedd  iinn  aa  rreecceessss  iinn  tthhee
hhaallll,,  iinn  ffrroonntt  ooff  tthhee  bbeedd  aa  MMiinnoottttii  oottttoommaann..  OOnn  tthhee  MMiinnoottttii  bbeedd
ffaabbrriiccss  ffrroomm  LLoorroo  PPiiaannaa..

OOvveerrlleeaaff
TThhee  kkiittcchheenn  bbaatthheedd  iinn  lliigghhtt  tthhaatt  ppoouurrss  iinn  ffrroomm  tthhee  ccoouurrttyyaarrdd
tthhrroouugghh  llaarrggee  wwiinnddoowwss..  HHeerree  tthhee  ddeessiiggnneerrss  GGiilllliiaann  BBrroowwnn  aanndd  RRoobb
WWeettzzeellss  hhaavvee  ccrreeaatteedd  aa  ccoommffoorrttaabbllee  sseettttiinngg  oovveerrllooookkiinngg  tthhee  ssttaatteellyy
PPaarriissiiaann  bbuuiillddiinnggss..  TThhee  kkiittcchheenn  iittsseellff  iiss  bbyy  VVaarreennnnaa..  TThhee  wwhhiittee  cchhaaiirrss
iinn  tthhee  bbaacckkggrroouunndd  aarree  bbyy  CCaassssiinnaa  aanndd  tthhee  mmeettaall  cchhaaiirrss  aarree  bbyy  EEmmccoo..
TThhee  ggllaassss  oobbjjeeccttss  oonn  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ttoopp  aarree  bbyy  AAnnnnaa  TToorrffss..  TTaappss  bbyy  DDoorrnn--
bbrraacchhtt;;  oovveennss  bbyy  MMiieellee..  FFoorr  tthhee  ttaabblleewwaarree  aanndd  aacccceessssoorriieess  GGiilllliiaann
aanndd  RRoobb  sseelleecctteedd  cchhooiiccee  ppiieecceess  ffrroomm  tthhee  ccoolllleeccttiioonnss  ooff  LLeeggllee,,  SSiieeggeerr,,
SStteellttoonn,,  CChhrriissttooflflee,,  GGuuyy  DDeeggrreennnnee,,  CCaarrlloo  MMoorreettttii,,  FFüürrsstteennbbeerrgg,,  
EErrccuuiiss,,  JJLL  CCooqquueett,,  SSaaiinntt  LLoouuiiss  aanndd  RRoosseenntthhaall..

AAbboovvee::  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ttwwoo  gguueesstt  rroooommss  wwiitthh  aa
ddeesskk  bbyy  PPrroommeemmoorriiaa,,  aa  llaarrggee  CCaassaammiillaannoo
mmiirrrroorr,,  llaammppss  bbyy  FFeerrrruumm  PPlluuss  aanndd  AAxxiiss  7711,,
bbeeddssiiddee  llaammppss  bbyy  OOcchhrree  aanndd  bbeedd  lliinneenn  bbyy
MMiissssoonnii  aanndd  FFrreettttee..  TThhee  aarrttwwoorrkk  eennttiittlleedd
‘‘CChhiillddhhoooodd  MMeemmoorryy’’  iiss  bbyy  NNoorrttssee..
BBeellooww::  tthhee  hhaallllwwaayy  wwiitthh  aa  CCaassaammiillaannoo  mmiirr--
rroorr  oonn  tthhee  lleefftt,,  aa  rreedd  aarrttwwoorrkk  oonn  tthhee  wwaallll
aanndd  aa  ssiillvveerr--ccoolloouurreedd  ttaabbllee  bbyy  HHeerrvvéé  vvaann  ddeerr
SSttrraaeetteenn..  TThhee  bbllaacckk  sseeaattiinngg  eelleemmeenntt  iinn  tthhee
cceennttrree  iiss  bbyy  VViittrraa  aanndd  tthhee  bbllaacckk  llaammpp  bbyy
BB&&BB  IIttaalliiaa..  AAddjjooiinniinngg::  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ttwwoo  gguueesstt
bbaatthhrroooommss  wwiitthh  DDoorrnnbbrraacchhtt  ttaappss,,  FFaallppeerr
ssaanniittaarryywwaarree  aanndd  aacccceessssoorriieess  bbyy  AAlleessssii..

techniques from the world of yachting to create an entire toilet with panto-
graph doors opening to both sides. It was built in Italy and tested there before
being shipped in parts to Paris, where it was reassembled. The space also
contains a cone-shaped red wardrobe and a round gold chest of drawers, and
serves to link up the service kitchen and guest accommodation. 
On the other side of the hall-lounge there is a second passage to the master
suite. All bedrooms have their own bathroom.
The designers decided, together with the clients, to base the colour scheme
on white with dark accents (but not black) and Yves Klein blue. The white oasis
is effectively interrupted with artworks from the owners’ collection. The ex-
panse of whiteness is best appreciated in the spacious living room, where
there are roomy Minotti sofas. That space combines with the formal dining
room, with a low cupboard designed by WetzelsBrown Studio dividing the two
rooms.
“We proposed the large white space and the clients approved. It’s turned out
extremely well. Everyone who visits is amazed at the pleasant ambience – in
daytime with the light from outside, as well as at night.”
The designers also achieved the same feeling in the large kitchen, which also
has large windows and mirrors reflecting the light from outside and the tradi-
tional Parisian architecture.
They were given carte-blanche for the project, with the request to transform
the space to the very best of their ability. They already knew the client be-
cause they had been working on the interior furnishing of a luxury sailing
yacht. Gillian and Rob were invited to visit him at his home in Tel Aviv to get an
idea of how he lived there.
“While we were there we worked on the initial designs for the apartment. As
we were making sketches he sometimes came and looked over our shoul-
ders. The brief was actually quite succinct: he was sure we’d understand him!
We followed up the sketches with visuals – we always do that early on, to
give a good idea of how the design will look in real life. It means a client un-
derstands what to expect”, Rob Wetzels explained.
The make-over took three years, most of which was spent carrying out archi-
tectural interventions. An army of skilful French craftsmen were there to help
execute the work according to plan.
“Our challenge was to make the apartment as pleasant as possible, so the
client would spend more time there than originally intended. And we suc-
ceeded!” the designers announced.
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